Finding Freedom as
Sons & Daughters of a Perfect Father

The Most Important Thing About You

“He was in the world, and the world was created through him, and yet the
world did not recognize him. He came to his own, and his own people did
not receive him. But to all who did receive him, he gave them the right to
be children of God, to those who believe in his name, who were born, not of
natural descent, or of the will of the flesh, or of the will of man, but of God.”
– John 1:10–13

1. We all tend to make God into something
that He is not, like the following “gods”
2. A guide for thinking about God
3. A God to call “Father”

God is a Perfect Father

“He was praying in a certain place, and when he finished, one of his disciples
said to him, ‘Lord, teach us to pray, just as John also taught his disciples.’
He said to them, ‘Whenever you pray, say, Father, your name be honored
as holy. Your kingdom come. Give us each day our daily bread. And forgive
us our sins, for we ourselves also forgive everyone in debt to us. And do
not bring us into temptation.’ He also said to them: ‘Suppose one of you
has a friend and goes to him at midnight and says to him, “Friend, lend
me three loaves of bread, because a friend of mine on a journey has come
to me, and I don’t have anything to offer him.” Then he will answer from
inside and say, “Don’t bother me! The door is already locked, and my
children and I have gone to bed. I can’t get up to give you anything.”

I tell you, even though he won’t get up and give him anything because
he is his friend, yet because of his friend’s shameless boldness, he will
get up and give him as much as he needs. So I say to you, ask, and it
will be given to you. Seek, and you will nd. Knock, and the door will be
opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks
finds, and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened. What father
among you, if his son asks for a sh, will give him a snake instead of a
sh? Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? If you then, who
are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more
will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him?’”
– Luke 11:1–13

1. Jesus tells us to call God “Father”
2. God is a giving Father, a generous Father,
and a good Father
3. Talking to your Father

The Family of God

“Blessed is the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed
us with every spiritual blessing in the heavens in Christ. For he chose
us in him, before the foundation of the world, to be holy and blameless
in love before him. He predestined us to be adopted as sons through
Jesus Christ for himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, to the
praise of his glorious grace that he lavished on us in the Beloved One.”
– Ephesians 1:3–6

1. When God adopts you, you get a
whole family
2. God wants you to be part of the family
3. How to behave in God’s family

The Gift of a New Family Tree

“For in bringing many sons and daughters to glory, it was entirely
appropriate that God—for whom and through whom all things exist—
should make the source of their salvation perfect through sufferings. For
the one who sancti es and those who are sancti ed all have one Father.
That is why Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters, saying:
‘I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters; I will sing hymns
to you in the congregation.’ Again, ‘I will trust in him.’ And again, ‘Here
I am with the children God gave me.’ Now since the children have flesh
and blood in common, Jesus also shared in these, so that through his
death he might destroy the one holding the power of death—that is, the

devil—and free those who were held in slavery all their lives by the fear
of death. For it is clear that he does not reach out to help angels, but to
help Abraham’s offspring. Therefore, he had to be like his brothers and
sisters in every way, so that he could become a merciful and faithful high
priest in matters pertaining to God, to make atonement for the sins of
the people. For since he himself has suffered when he was tempted, he is
able to help those who are tempted.”
– Hebrews 2:10–18

1. Your old family tree
2. Your new family tree
3. The tree at the center of it all

Relating to Your New Father

“He also said: ‘A man had two sons. The younger of them said to his
father, “Father, give me the share of the estate I have coming to me.” So
he distributed the assets to them. Not many days later, the younger son
gathered together all he had and traveled to a distant country, where he
squandered his estate in foolish living. After he had spent everything, a
severe famine struck that country, and he had nothing. Then he went to
work for one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields
to feed pigs. He longed to eat his fill from the pods that the pigs were
eating, but no one would give him anything.

When he came to his senses, he said, “How many of my father’s hired
workers have more than enough food, and here I am dying of hunger!
I’ll get up, go to my father, and say to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against
heaven and in your sight. I’m no longer worthy to be called your son.
Make me like one of your hired workers.’” So he got up and went to his
father. But while the son was still a long way off, his father saw him and
was filled with compassion. He ran, threw his arms around his neck, and
kissed him. The son said to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and
in your sight. I’m no longer worthy to be called your son.” But the father
told his servants, “Quick! Bring out the best robe and put it on him; put a

ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. Then bring the fattened calf
and slaughter it, and let’s celebrate with a feast, because this son of mine
was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!” So they began to
celebrate. Now his older son was in the field; as he came near the house,
he heard music and dancing.
So he summoned one of the servants, questioning what these things meant.
“Your brother is here,” he told him, “and your father has slaughtered the
fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.” Then he became
angry and didn’t want to go in. So his father came out and pleaded with

him. But he replied to his father, “Look, I have been slaving many years
for you, and I have never disobeyed your orders, yet you never gave me a
goat so that I could celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours
came, who has devoured your assets with prostitutes, you slaughtered
the fattened calf for him.” “Son,” he said to him, “you are always with
me, and everything I have is yours. But we had to celebrate and rejoice,
because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and
is found.”’” – Luke 15:11-32

1. The Father runs to you
2. The Father celebrates
3. The Father pleads

Growing Up to Be Like Dad

“Therefore, be imitators of God, as dearly loved children.”
– John 1:10–13

1. Created in the image of God
2. Sin broke the image of God in us
3. Salvation restores God’s image in us

